
TRANSCRIPT PR EPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE L EG ISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

FLOOR DEBATE

March 2 5 , 2 0 0 3 LB 55 , 3 90 , 6 6 7

SENATOR JENSEN : Thank you , M r . President, members o f the
L egislature. I don't think this will be as c ontroversial and ,
hopefu l l y , n o t t a ke a l l t h a t l o n g . LB 6 6 7 c ou l d b e ca l l ed a
Health and Human Services Committee clean-up bill. It addresses
t he f o l l o wi n g i s su e s , so m e o f wh i c h we r e i n t r o d u c e d l a s t y ea r ,
some of wh ich we r e int roduced th e year bef ore that , but
certainly during th e la s t bie nnium, an d adv anced by the
c ommittee bu t not debat e d by t he Leg i s l at ur e . I t chang e s
provisions related to infectious disease exposure, trainers of
service dogs for disability, and respiratory care. It outright
repeals sections relating to the Community-Based Neurobehavioral
Action Plan and the Parkinson's Disease Registry Act. T here are
committee amendments to the bill, and I will also be intruducing
a n amendment a f t e r t h e com m i t t e e am e ndment s t o ma k e so m e n ee d e d
changes and ad d other provisions to the bill as recommended by
the committee, which I hope you' ll find acceptable. The r e a re
sheets being passed around which kind of hopefully will explain
e very t h i n g t h a t i s i n t h e b i l l , a n d e v e r y t h i n g t h a t t he b i l l
does. First o f a ll , inf ectious di sease e x posure, LB 667
contains provisions of LB 55, that was introduced 'ast year as
LB 1274. It was intr oduced b y Sena tor By ars relating to
exposures of infectious diseases. It expand s the list of
p erson s who co u l d b e t e s t e d i f t h ey be l i ev e t he y h av e a
significant exposure to an infectious disease or condition. If
consent for testing is refused, a court could order the testing
t o b e d o n e . I t a l so c l a r i f i e s t h a t b o t h p a i d a n d v o l u n t e e r
firefighters are included in the definition o f the te rm
' f i r e f i g h t e r ' an d a dd s he p a t i t i s C wi t h i n t h e d e f i n i t i o n of
infectious diseases o r conditions in section 71-507. The bill
contains trainers of service dogs for the d isabled, w h ich was
introduced last year by Senator Aguilar, and again this year as
LB 390. It simply gives trainers of service dogs fo r dis abled
persons the sa me access to public accommodations with a dog in
training as a disabled person with a service dog. It also takes
care of respiratory care, wh ich w as introduced i n 2001 as
LB 557. This year LB 667 provides that it is not a violation of
respiratory care licensure provisions for a registered sleep
technologist to perform oxygen therapy or the init iation of
noninvasive positive pressure ventilation relating to the study
o f sleep d i sorders, i f these pro cedures ar e per formed or
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